Lower Your Fashion Footprint

Sustainable Clothing #1:
The global fashion industry produces about 4% of global emissions, 30% of-which come from retail operations,  personal  use, and eventual disposal of items. The longer you keep something in your wear rotation, the smaller your per-wear footprint will be. Use your existing clothing in different ways and new combinations; accessorize it differently; restyle it or use the fabric to make something else. Buy nothing new.

Sustainable Clothing #2: Avoid buying new clothing! Visit second-hand (vintage, consignment, and thrift) clothing shops or patronize our annual Fall Fair. Organize swap parties with friends or colleagues. For special occasions, rent or borrow! Buying an item used instead of new reduces its carbon, waste and water footprint by 82%.

Sustainable Clothing #3: Need to buy new?
Let your clothing purchase mirror your ethical lifestyle choices. Know what you need, and limit your purchases. Choose quality: Well-made, well finished items will last for many years. Shop for sustainable and ethical fashion. Avoid synthetics as they're made from fossil fuels, contribute to micro-plastic pollution, and don't biodegrade. Look for natural fibres with Fair-Trade certification. Support local, indie, and BIPOC entrepreneurs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sustainable Clothing #4: Say Goodbye responsibly! When you will no longer wear or upcycle your clothes, decide where their next home will be.  If it is in good condition, sell, swap or donate it. If it is too well used for resale, have a Send Nothing to the Landfill attitude! Check out which local donation or retail stores will accept items for proper "textile recycling" (Goodwill Industries; H & M). Try to ensure they are used, not burned or dumped.
